
	   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The	  purpose	  of	  this	  publication	  is	  to	  spread	  
the	  truth,	  to	  sow	  God’s	  good	  seed,	  the	  
Word	  of	  God,	  and	  to	  confront	  religious	  

error	  for	  the	  good	  of	  men’s	  souls.	  
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For about $43, you can participate in your own 
mock funeral…in South Korea, that is. South 
Korea has the highest suicide rate in developed 
countries and several companies are 
addressing that fact by offering “mock 
funerals.” 

Known as “well-dying” or death experience 
programs, the trend toward mock funerals is 
sort of a twist on the passage in Ecclesiastes 7. 
“It is better to go to the house of mourning 
than to go to the house of feasting, for this is 
the end of all mankind, and the living will lay 
it to heart” (Ecclesiastes 7:2; ESV). In 
Ecclesiastes, the idea is that of “attending the 
funeral” of another person, but the purpose of 
the mock funerals is to “encourage people to 
embrace life by asking them to lie in a coffin 
and think about what it would mean to die.”1  

Participants in these mock death rituals dress 
in white burial shrouds. Although varying 
from one company to the next, the experience 
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often involves listening to a lecture on life 
and death and/or watching a video depicting 
a terminally ill person saying farewell to 
family and friends. The video might be a 
documentary about people who have 
adjusted to great adversity in life. Other 
possible activities include the writing of a will 
or letters to loved ones.  

Finally, participants lie in wooden coffins 
that are then closed for a period of 10-30 
minutes. During these minutes, they are 
supposed to reflect on what death would be 
like, with the objective of helping them 
appreciate what they have in their lives. The 
whole experience is intended, in part, to 
address the stress of educational and 
economic competition in South Korean 
society.2 

One source indicated that the mock funerals 
attract people who want “to know what their 
deaths will be like and how to prepare for the 

“Taking action without thinking things through is a prime 
source of problems.” 

-- Alex Mackenzie 
 

“We always have time enough, if we will but use it 
aright.” 

-- Johann Wolfgang Von Goethe 

Notable	  Quotables	  
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Answer to Bible Challenge Question 
 

Abraham bought the field with the cave 
as a place to bury his wife Sarah (Genesis 

23:17-19). Others buried in the same 
cave included Abraham himself (Gen. 
25:7-10), Isaac (Gen. 35:27-29; 49:31), 

Rebekah, Leah and Jacob (Genesis 49:31; 
50:13). 
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and making changes to reflect God’s will for us 
should be frequent event for us as Christians (2 
Corinthians 13:5). 

For the claustrophobic individual, being enclosed in 
a wooden coffin for even a few minutes would 
certainly be a traumatic experience! My first 
reaction to reading about mock funerals was to 
mock the trend (sorry – I couldn’t resist), but maybe 
the experience of a mock funeral would bring home 
the reality of inevitable death. The writer of 
Ecclesiastes affirmed that being faced with the death 
of another can bring clarity to one’s own life (7:2). 
In light of the biblical facts about death and 
judgment, we need to see ourselves clearly and seek 
the mercy of God for the sins we have committed. 

 

1 www.huffingtonpost.com; Koreans Look To Mock 
Funerals To Curb High Suicide Rates, accessed 
5/21/16. 
2 www.cbsnews.com; South Korean “mock funerals” 
seek to ease life’s stresses, accessed 5/21/16. 
3 Ibid. 
4 www.huffingtonpost.com 
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end of their lives.”3 Lying for a few minutes in a 
wooden box, dressed in a funeral robe, hardly 
qualifies to inform one of what death will be 
like, but the idea of contemplating the 
consequences of death and preparing for the 
end of one’s life is a good one. 

The president of one company sent his 
employees to participate in the death 
experience program. He is quoted as saying, “I 
thought going inside a coffin would be such a 
shocking experience it would completely reset 
their minds for a completely fresh start in their 
attitudes.” I can just imagine the company 
meeting in which the president revealed his 
plan for the employees – “You want us to do 
what?” 

Of course, we absolutely should appreciate the 
blessings that God has brought into our lives. 
The good and perfect gifts that God bestows 
(cf. James 1:17) are so numerous and constant 
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that it is easy to begin to take them for granted. 
We should frequently “count our many 
blessings,” but especially when we begin to feel 
that difficulties and hardships are mounting in 
our lives.  

The Bible may not reveal to the satisfaction of 
men “what death is like,” but it certainly 
provides some important information about 
the end of life. In an illustration of the futility 
of faith without works, James alluded to the 
fact that death is the separation of body and 
spirit (2:26). The Hebrews author affirmed that 
“it is appointed for man to die once and after 
that comes judgment” (9:27). The apostle Paul 
informed the Corinthians that “we must all 
appear before the judgment seat of Christ, so 
that each one may receive what is due for what 
he has done in the body, whether good or evil” 
(2 Corinthians 5:10). To the Romans he wrote 
that “each of us will give an account of himself 
to God” (14:12). It is a good thing to think 
about the consequences of death. 

There is no indication in Scripture that after 
death we can change anything about our lives 
here on earth. Any preparations for the 
afterlife must be made in the here and now. As 
one participant in a mock death ritual said, 
“After the coffin experience, I realized I should 
try to live a new style of life. I’ve realized I’ve 
made lots of mistakes.”4 Examining our lives 

	  
Who was buried in the cave of the field at Machpelah? 

 
The	  answer	  to	  this	  question	  is	  on	  the	  back	  page.	  

1

Bible Challenge Question 

2

Some	  deny	  the	  existence	  of	  a	  good	  and	  powerful	  God	  because	  of	  
the	  presence	  of	  	  	   	   	  and	  	   	   	   	  in	  the	  world.	  

True	  or	  False:	  All	  suffering	  is	  the	  direct	  result	  of	  a	  specific	  person’s	  
sin.	  

Description	  of	  Job	  in	  Scripture:	  	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	  

	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	  (1:1)	  	  

The	  atheist’s	  argument:	  

1)	  If	  God	  wants	  to	  eliminate	  evil,	  but	  cannot,	  He	  is	  not	  	   	   	   .	  

2)	  If	  God	  is	  able	  to	  eliminate	  evil	  and	  suffering,	  but	  does	  not	  do	  so,	  
He	  is	  not	  	   	   	   	   	   .	  

	  

Moral	  evil	  is	  the	  direct	  result	  of	  man’s	  freedom	  to	  choose	  between	  
	   	   	  and	  	   	   .	  

The	  book	  of	  	   	   	  teaches	  us	  that	  we	  cannot	  always	  understand	  
God’s	  moral	  workings.	  	  

Sermon	  Notes	  

A Good God in an Evil World 
By	  Allen	  Dvorak	  

For	  the	  	  	   	   	  of	  sin	  is	  	   	   	   ,	  but	  the	  	   	   	  	   	   	  of	  
God	  is	  eternal	  life	  in	  Christ	  Jesus	  our	  Lord.	  	  

-‐-‐	  Romans	  	   	   ;	  ESV	  	  
	  


